
W E B PAG E  A LT  T E X T  F LOW  C H A RT 

M A K I N G  W E B  PAG E  < A LT  T E X T > ?

AS K YOU RS E LF...

1

DOES THE IMAGE 
CONTAIN TEXT?

YES

1A

Is the same text also  
present as "real"  

text nearby?

YES

Leave it 
blank.

NO

1B

Is the text  
only shown for  
visual effects?

NO

1C

Is it a graph, chart, 
flier, or something 

else complex?
YES

  Leave it blank.  
Include “real” text that 

describes the image.

NO

1D

Does the text have  
a specific function?  

(EX. “PREV”)

YES

Describe the function  
(EX. “PREVIOUS PAGE”) NO

Use the 
exact text of 

the image. 

NO

2

IS  THE IMAGE USED IN  
A L INK OR BUTTON?

YES

Text should communicate 
the destination of the link 

or action taken.
NO

3

IS  THE IMAGE  
PURELY DECORATIVE?

NO

4

IS  THE IMAGE REDUNDANT  
TO “REAL” TEXT NEARBY?

NO

???

Leave it 
blank.

 Describe the image using  
the GENERAL RULES below.

YES

5

STILL NOT SURE?
For detailed guidance and examples,  
visit the W3C Image Concepts Page.

G E N E R A L 
R U L E S

•	 Keep it short and sweet: Max 125 characters

•	 Consider the context in which the image is used.

•	 Avoid saying “image of” or “photo of”, unless medium is important.

•	 For Developers: All   <img>  tags must have    alt=""  attributes

C R A F T E D  BY 

K E Y W O R D S

" R E A L"  T E X T: "Real" text means visible text on the 

page that is not part of an image.

A LT  T E X T: Alternative text is a text substitute 

for an image on a web page. It helps 

screen reader users and search 

engines to interpret the image.


